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ACTION ARA-10 
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INFO AMEMBASSY BOGOTA PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL MEDELLIN PRIORITY 

UNCLAS CALI 0054 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PDIP, PINS, CO 

SUBJ: REPORTED KIDNAPPING OF DUTCH HONORARY CONSUL IN CALI 

1. AT 21:30 HOURS FRIDAY 31 JANUARY MR. ERIC LEUPIN, HONORARY 
DUTCH CONSUL IN CALI, WAS ABDUCTED WHILE ON A VISIT TO 
SITE OF HIS COMPANY'S SAWMILL, LOCATED AT TACUEYO, CAUCA, 
APPROXIMATELY 50 MILES SOUTHEAST OF CALI. ACCORDING TO PRESS 
REPORTS A BAND OF WELL-ARMED MEN, SOME UNIFORMED, INVADED 

THE CAMPMENT OF THE SAWMILL, KILLING ONE OF THE DOZEN EMPLOYEES 
ON THE SCENE AND MAKING OFF WITH CONSUL LEUPIN, FIVE KILOS 
OF DYNAMITE, AND FIVE THOUSAND PESOS CASH. PRESS SPECULATES 
THAT THE BAND WAS PART OF THE FUERZAS ARMADAS REVOLUCIONARIAS 
COLOMBIANAS (FARC), A GUERRILLA CONTINGENT LED BY ASNORALDO 
BETANCOURT AKA "BOLIN", KNOWN TO BE OPERATING IN THE AREA. 

2. THIRD BRIGADE AUTHORITIES VISITED ON 2 

FEBRUARY STATED NO RANSOM REQUEST OR OTHER DEMANDS YET RECEIVED, 
AND INDICATE ABDUCTION MAY BE INSIDE JOB AS LEUPIN IS KNOWN 
TO HAVE HAD LABOR PROBLEMS RECENTLY. MAN KILLED IN 
PURPORTED RAID WAS LEUPIN'S FOREMAN. 
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3. LEUPIN'S WIFE, ANIKA, IS U. S. CITIZEN REGISTERED AT CONSULATE. 
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CONSULATE HAS OFFERED HER ANY ASSISTANCE IN CONTACTING 
RELATIVES IN U. S., AND WAS INFORMED SHE HAS ALREADY TELEPHONED 
PARENTS IN U. S. MRS. LEUPIN ALSO CONFIRMED NO COMMUNICATION 
AS YET RECEIVED FROM ABDUCTORS. 

4. U. S. GOVERNMENT PERSONNEL IN CALI HAVE BEEN ADVISED 
BY CONSULATE TO AVOID UNNECESSARY TRAVEL OUTSIDE THE CITY 
PENDING IDENTIFICATION OF ABDUCTORS. KERR 
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